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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (FiC\ ii)usly Presented) Dried porous crumbs of a h^ drogenaled block copolymer 
which is obiained by hydrogenaiing a block copolymer coiuprisirig (a) at least one polymer block 
composed mainly of aromatic vitiyi monomer units and (b) ai least one poiymer biock composed 
mainly of conjugated diene monomer uniis, said 1-iydroeeiiuted block copolymer having a 
molooulai- weigh? of TCICKIO or more. 

said dried pon.ius criimbs having a waicr content of I by Vv-etghi or less and i-iavi.ng an 
oil-absorbing capability of 1.0 or jnofc, as determined by a nieihou comprising immersing 10 g 
of the dried porous crumbs in 1 liier oy more of a para.ftlr! [-irocess oil at 25 'X' imder atmospheric 
pressure for 1 minute, taking out the resultant oil-containing porous crumbs from the oil 
introducing the criimbs into a centrifugal separator and treating the oil-containiag porous crurnb;! 
under i.OOO G ibr 3 mifuste.^ to thereby separate the oil adhering to the cmmbs I'ronTt the cru,mbs, 
taking out the crumbs from the centrifugal separatijr, tneasuring the vvcight of the crunfos a-id 
calculating ihe oil-absorbing capability of the dried pi.;rous crumbs by the following ibrntula: 

Oil-absorbing capability {(the weight of the oil-containing porous crumbs after the 
centrifugaLiou) - (the weighi of the dried porous criimb.s before the immersion in the oil)} 
.■' (die weight of tlic drted porous crumbs belore the immersio]i in the oil ). 

2. tC^umirUly Amended ■ A method for producing dried porous crumbs of a 
hydrogcnaicd block copolymer, said dried porous crumbs having a water content of 1 % by 
weigiit or less, 

vvhicli comprises the steps of: 
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) ph^\'i.jng dii o ^-.anic ^oht"! sokition o h\ JjuJf luJk'd bl<xk kODohne; '■\h\h i- 
ohTasreJ D\ ndu'u>nalrg a 'nock topels mn c.ni^ri-u'. uj"^ .\ k\M o.ie | o Mnei bock 
c^>n-)po'--eJ ■H'-Milj. <*.o ralic \'n\ 1 n"i>r,ome; unU^ and ib'> ai Icj-^i v>no po\ mei dLk \ co"!^p^>^td 
inauiH I't coniuiicucd djo ^ rcmomei anit^ uud Ir-dio-jcna >.d Iswv co^so'"' l t> Ixnuv --^ 
sno!eci.s!ar weight oi 7l),0tK.i or more. 

C) icnoMiif sjJ urj.^nn, sohoiu horn ^aid soiunor h\ sTlc.™ \Mrt lhcjv.'in 
o^tcuni':^ cui .qjoous i>kiv\ CimKvwivi v\ci po'-ou- .tunb- s^nd ^uno>.^val^JJ ) iv., 
copolymer, 

C-) subjCvUr^ '--^J^c aquoovis slutrs lo ^'ia\n\ Joh>dr.\Ka, t^TWkteathH^ a.<m4t.*.^im o. 
I'iitation ueh>cijalKi' lo iuia>\c \\dU\ noixi vud ^ttifSN fe-s-efn tht? ve.*^rJ■ii^c■■^ ^.^hs 'w^oi^ t-. 

an extent thai the water content of the wet porous crimibs is in the range of from greater tliaii 20 
% to 90 % by weight, and 

(4) exposing the resultant dehydrated wet porous cnimbs to hot air in a hot-air dryer 
having a thermal condnction t\pe heating means or having no theraial conduction type heating 
means, to thereby dry said dehydrated wet porous crumbs, 

wherein the temperature of tl>e hot air in said hot-air dryer satisfres the following 
reiationsMp; 

80<ti < 1.5 X M:w/10'' + 155, 
wherein tj represents the temperature (°C) of the hot air in said hot-air dryer and Mw 
represents the molecular weight of said hydrogenated block copolymer, and 
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\%iie:L{r \c\ i.jsu h(is-<:.K Jnc. ^ds a tsicur.^j vO'uinc^ior liCJtuuj 'j^an^ the 
tcir'^or^'jio oS tbonn.. co\(bitt.(^n t>no hc^jiiuji mc<hv~ vJtistlos lojioNsir ^ .e ahonsjsKt 
t2< i.5 X Mw/10"* + 135. 

\s\t'ro>i f rcivc-^ci ts the tcn\ictataic ' (^! of "Jaid thesn^l coruuclK-r \ypc iicaUnc :ikvj> 
arid Mw is us defined above. 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 2, wherein said wet porous crumbs 
uMaircrc' \-) sti\] ^k'p (2'! iw\o a panicle si/i. d!^lMblJ!on \>he't;in Uic d.-'iraiK of Lio.^c <.UijjE-c5 
^\hlv.h d^) poi pjss IiK i.gh j 2-me»h moreen is 4{- b> le-^-., hi-^od on tlsc v\eiL"r of lie 

tola! nkii^.-^ I * s.jjd wcs poious tiutrK, the amoiml oi {'-sost.' e'-ufub;> whxi^- \ ass thuir,j,h a iU~ nes^. 
scfv.k.."! r,nd uo HiH pa-^s thioiK''i a ^'^-rte.-h screen is K %\0ich. ess basee c^r \ \c 
ot n.L ioU. '^la^? '"suid wot poioui viumbs, and the jmo.iit tho^e cruirDs ^vuch pa^s divojp 
a -r'-ncib u en 0 1 'Wi K WLighl or ksb. based on the w^ii^ht o^' the loiai m^is^, j ' ^ \J \\o. 
porous crumbs. 

5 i^O-^Lnnai^ I ho mothoe accordng ir. c'ann ^ oi vvLeiCin ^a'd dcndjal.'d v\ct 
po-oas cfumKs obtasnca ir jukI dtop (3) ha\e a pwtick svc disirihrnioi whueu-i the auionnL 
ihoso c^'.mhs fthior pass thiough a 6-fliesh sctoeii and do not pa^s thiough a -"'-iaesh .^c-cen is 
^0 b\ sv5,igbi o! ru^ie has^-d on ilit ueiuht o+'tIk lotai hk^s', oi'saxi dob} dialed \^e•. po.oa- 
cruinbs. 
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Ihc n.Llrod .Kxuuiny to tiam-s 4 nhciCtn s^ad dclna ate J \\ci lojou 
i.5urabs o'v.ijK'u siep (V base j .-t^jlKle sf/c ils^t'ifutior vshciosr tV p-^ricle -.vcn . i 

\)iti^.lc bi/o of stjd Jcn> JK).v.'d wet pu'CHib ciuuib- 

6. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 2, wherein said hydTOgeiiated 
block copolymer lias a molecular weight. o,f frora, 90,000 to 800,000, 

7. (Previousjy Presented) The method according to claim 2, wherein said hydrogenated 

block copolym.er has amoleculax weight of from 200,000 to 800,000. 

8. (New) The dried porous crumbs according to claim L which are produced by a 

method that comprises the steps of; 

(1) providing mi organic solvent solution of a hydrogenated block copolymer which is 
obtained by hydrogenatlng a block copolymer compris.ing (a) at least one polymer block 
composed mainly of aromatic vinyl monomer units and (b) at least one polymer block composed 
mainly of conjugated diene monomer uxiits, said hydrogenated block copoiy.raer having a 
molecular weight of 70,000 or more, 

(2) removing said organic solvent from said solution by steam stripping, thereby 
obtaining an aqueous slurry containing wet porous crumbs of said hydrogenated block 
copolyiner, 

(3) subjecting said aqueous slurry to gravit)' dehydration or filtration dehydration to 
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vetTiovc water from said sIuit}'. thereby dehydrating said wet porous crumbs to iin extern thai, the 
svaier content of the v,'et poroiss crumbs is in the range of li-oni grealcr ihm 20 % to 90 % h\ 
weight, and 

(4) expcisiiig the rcsultani dehydraied wet porous cr-iTvibs to hot air in a hot-air dryer 
hay'uvi. a riicr.mai condui-'tion type heating means or having no ihyrrnai eoriduciio.n type heating 
means, to thereb; dry said dehydrated wet porous crnmbs. 

wherein die temperature of the hoi air irs said hot-air dryer sausdes die roih.jwing 
relationship: 

80 < ti < 1.5 X Mw,/10* + 155, 
ulieroii V reo^esoniv the tCTtpe:alart i C; o^ the un! v\ i \ s^.d h- i ar dne' a-id 
!e'rt;o-e\tJ the JtOA\u ai wttgi.i oi isak h>d}ogcn>.vi.jd bkxx .xvoistne' aiv 

\>h<.'t;in \sbcn satd hot-ai^ d{^er has a thermal i.tndi5v,tioa l\no n.at g iteaa-^, the 
len^peiatuto oi id tht,.^ial u no aU^on ispc hcatina mcan^ Nati^'-K's the .oiK u ji. ic:.Mio«'^h p 
h< LS xMw/IO" ■(■ 135, 
VN-ieiwin t^ K\>'-e^en.s t..c icinpetanuc (^X'l ol •-atd I'lLimal eojduviion t\ v neanj^.^ ^\<i^'^'^ 
atid Mw is as defined above. 
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